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August 7, 1903 1260 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Plague death in San Francisco barter iologically confirmed. 

TELEGRAM. 

San Fkancisco, Cal., July 31, 1903. 
Wyman, Washington : 

Diagnosis bacteriologically confirmed in case 97. 

Blue. 

Report on two cases of plague in Latin quarter. 

The following is received from Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue, 
under date of July 23: 

Pietro Spadafora, a railroad laborer, aged 36 years, sickened on the 
15th at 19 Jasper place. He was removed to the Southern Pacific 
Hospital, on Mission street, where he died July 19, after the disease 
had run a course marked by high temperature and prostration. The 
circumstances surrounding this case were sufficient to arouse suspicion 
and to cause a report to be sent to the city health officer. Upon 
investigation, Mrs. Pietro Brancato, the man's mother, was found 
sick at 19 Jasper place. The history obtained showed that the two 
fell ill about the same time with chill, high temperature, and inguino- 
femoral adenitis. The woman died on the 20th, having lived a little 
more than a day longer than her son. 

In both cases the gross pathological findings in the spleen and 
inguino-femoral glands were practically the same. The cervical and 
submaxillary glands and right lung were involved in the case of the 
mother. Abundant organisms having the staining properties of the 
B. pestis were demonstrated in the glands and spleen. 

Pietro Spadafora worked for the Southern Pacific Company in their 
yards at Third and Townsend streets. On his way home in the even- 
ing he passed through Chinatown, and it is believed that he purchased 
vegetables, fruits, and probably other goods of the Chinese dealers in 
cheap stuff. Another probable source of infection is the rotten timber 
now being thrown out of unsanitary buildings, which, it is believed, 
has been stolen at times and used for firewood by the poorer class of 
Italians. Jasper place is an alley east of Stockton and between Union 
and Filbert streets, in about the center of the densely populated Latin 
quarter. On the whole, the buildings in this quarter are in a better 
sanitary condition than those of Chinatown. They are comparatively 
new, of frame structure, and generalh T well ventilated and clean. 
Many of the back areas and cellars, however, are in a foul condition 
from accumulations of garbage and seepage of water. 

Contrary to our expectations, the house-to-house inspection which 
was immediately ordered has created little or no opposition from the 



